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Dear Member of the Media: 
The s t o r y of f o u r n a t i v e I r i s h men, why they immigrated t o the United 
States and how they have d i s t i n g u i s h e d themselves as s c i e n t i s t s , researchers 
and c l i n i c i a n s a t Boston U n i v e r s i t y Medical Center may make an i n t e r e s t i n g 
f e a t u r e f o r your p u b l i c a t i o n . 
Enclosed are short biographies on the researchers i n c l u d i n g t h e i r l a t e s t 
work. 
• Ronald McCaffrey, M.D., the c h i e f of the Section of Medical Oncology at 
the U n i v e r s i t y H o s p i t a l (UH) and a professor of medicine a t Boston U n i v e r s i t y 
School of Medicine (BUSM), was r e c e n t l y inducted i n t o the Royal College of 
Physicians of I r e l a n d as an overseas f e l l o w . McCaffrey was born i n Dundalk, 
I r e l a n d i n 1939. He came t o the United States i n 1955. He attended Boston 
College and received h i s medical education a t Tu f t s Medical School. McCaffrey 
i s c u r r e n t l y studying a new cl a s s of drugs f o r the treatment of s p e c i f i c 
leukemias as p a r t of a three-year, $978,000 grant from the U.S. N a t i o n a l 
Cancer I n s t i t u t e . McCaffrey d e l i v e r e d the 1991 I r i s h Cancer Society Lecture 
on March 22, 1991 i n New Cast l e , Co. Down, Northern I r e l a n d . 
• J. Conor O'Keane, M.D., a research f e l l o w a t Boston U n i v e r s i t y School 
of Medicine's M a l l o r y I n s t i t u t e of Pathology, was r e c e n t l y awarded the 1990 
W i l l i a m Stokes Award by the Royal College of Physicians of I r e l a n d . The award 
was i n r e c o g n i t i o n of h i s research proposal t o study c o l o r e c t a l adenomas—the 
precursor of colon cancer. Keane was born i n Dublin, I r e l a n d i n 1958. He 
received h i s medical degree from the N a t i o n a l U n i v e r s i t y of I r e l a n d , 
U n i v e r s i t y College D u b l i n and h i s post graduate degree i n i n t e r n a l medicine 
from the Royal College of Physicians, I r e l a n d . He moved t o the United Staes 
i n 1986. 
• Ciaran K e l l y , M.D., the d i r e c t o r of the M o t i l i t y Lab a t the U n i v e r s i t y 
H o s p i t a l and an a s s i s t a n t professor of medicine a t Boston U n i v e r s i t y School of 
Medicine, i s i n v o l v e d i n the diagnosis and treatment of swallowing d i s o r d e r s . 
He has using an oropharyngeal pressure sensor to examine and measure the 
movement of food i n the pharynx. This d i a g n o s t i c t o o l i s u s e f u l i n 
i d e n t i f y i n g Parkinson's p a t i e n t s , stroke v i c t i m s or other p a t i e n t s who are 
more l i k e l y to choke or be a t r i s k f o r pneumonia because food has gone down 
the trachea and not the esophagus. K e l l y was born i n Dublin, I r e l a n d i n 1958. 
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• Kieran Sheahan, M.D., an a s s i s t a n t professor of pathology and 
l a b o r a t o r y medicine at Boston U n i v e r s i t y School of Medicine and s t a f f 
p a t h o l o g i s t at the U n i v e r s i t y H o s p i t a l , w i l l be p r e s e n t i n g a research r e p o r t 
on colon cancer at the 80th annual meeting of the United States and Canadian 
Academy of Pathology. Sheahan i s t r y i n g to determine how enzymes produced by 
tumor c e l l s t h a t o f t e n break down l o c a l t i s s u e surrounding the tumor, might 
c o n t r i b u t e to i t s progression and i t s a b i l i t y t o spread. He was born i n Co 
Kerry, I r e l a n d i n 1957. 
I f you would l i k e more i n f o r m a t i o n or t o i n t e r v i e w the researchers please 
give me a c a l l a t (617) 638-8491. Thank you. 
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